
 

���������	�
	���
������
���������	�
	���
������
���������	�
	���
������
���������	�
	���
������

�������
�����������������
�����������������
�����������������
����������
 




����������������������������������������� ���������������������������
���� 
����
����
����  

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19th December 2007 – 
6th January 2008 

Masterpiece Consultants 
closed for the Christmas 

break 
 

21st December 2007 
November monthly activity 

statement due 
 

7th January 2008 
Masterpiece re-opens after 

Christmas break 
 

21st January 2008 
December monthly activity 

statement due 
 

6th February 2008 
Certificate IV in Financial 
Services (Bookkeeping) 

course begins 
 

7th February 2008 
Certificate III in Financial 

Services (Accounts Clerical) 
course begins 

 
21st February 2008 

January monthly activity 
statement due 

 
28th February 2008 

Oct – Dec 2007 quarterly 
BAS due 

 
 

 

November! How did that roll around so fast? Christmas is approaching 
rapidly; please note that Masterpiece will close on Wednesday 19th 
December 2007 and re-open Monday 7th January 2008. If you are a current 
client and have payroll requirements that will fall during this period, speak 
to your consultant beforehand to make the arrangements. 
 
We have had our server upgraded this month so that we can host our own 
e-mails and website. As with any I.T. project, this hasn’t been without its 
hiccups, but everything is now up and running beautifully. Some e-mails 
did go missing early in November; please accept our apologies if you sent 
us something around that time and did not receive a reply. 
 
Our Certificate III and IV courses are finishing up for the year, with more 
to follow in early 2008. We’re anticipating a big year in 2008, so book now 
if you plan to take one of these courses early in New Year. 
 
All the staff at Masterpiece would like to wish you and your families a 
fantastic festive season, and all the very best for 2008! 

MASTERPIECE NEWS 

Right: Heather Hallam, one of our 
bookkeepers, also celebrated a 
birthday recently ( her 22nd).   

 

Left: Debbie Brownlie (on the red 
microphone) and Heather Hallam 
(on the blue microphone) belting 
out ‘I’m a Barbie Girl’ in their 
very best voices, at Debbie’s 
recent 40th birthday celebrations. 
 



 

Schizophrenia --- Do You Hear What I Hear? 
 

Multiple Personality Disorder --- We Three Kings Disoriented Are 
 

Dementia --- I Think I'll be Home for Christmas 
 

Narcissistic --- Hark the Herald Angels Sing About Me 
 

Manic --- Deck the Halls and Walls and House and Lawn and Streets and Stores and Office and Town 
and Cars and Buses and Trucks and Trees and..... 
 

Paranoid --- Santa Claus is Coming to Town to Get Me 
 

Borderline Personality Disorder --- Thoughts of Roasting on an Open Fire 
 

Personality Disorder --- You Better Watch Out, I'm Gonna Cry, I'm Gonna Pout, Maybe I'll Tell You 
Why 
 

Attention Deficit Disorder --- Silent night, Holy oooh look at the froggy - can I have a chocolate, why is 
France so far away? 
 

Obsessive Compulsive Disorder --- Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells... 

CHRISTMAS  CAROLS FOR THE MENTALLY DISTURBED 

MASTERPIECE STAFF CHRISTMAS PARTY 2007 

 

 

Above: Debbie greets the Slow 
Coach horses  Right: Group shot in 
front of the Slow Coach. From L-
R: Margaret, Chelsey, Debbie, 

Sam, Heather and Sarah.  

This year, our staff Christmas party was run by a wonderful company 
called Slow Coach, which operates Victoria’s only horse-drawn 
restaurant. We were served a delicious assortment of food while 
clopping peacefully around the township of Healesville.  
 
We had a fantastic time, and heartily recommend this experience – see 
www.slowcoach.com.au for more information and tell them that 
Masterpiece Consultants sent you. (As an added bonus for those of you 
who use Bartercard: this can be paid for in full on trade dollars!) 
 



 

BRAINTEASERS 
 
Answer to last month’s brainteasers: (1) Usher (us, she, he, her)  (2) 17 cows and 26  
crows  (3) 9 x 11 x 13 = 1287   (4) The bottle cost 35 pence and the straw cost 25 pence. 
 
This month’s brainteasers: 
1. Which name comes next in this sequence? 

Sarah   Helen   Diane   Joanne   ?? 
 Choose from: Julie, Rebecca, Sally, Sandra  
 
2. Can you name four days which start with the letter T? 
 
3. As my birthday approaches I start to collect leaves - a little bizarre perhaps, but I enjoy  
it! On the first day of the month I collect one leaf, on the second day I collect two  
and so on. By my birthday I will have collected 276 leaves altogether. On which  
day of the month is my birthday? 

 

WEIRD AND WHACKY CHRISTMAS TRIVIA 

�  A traditional Christmas dinner in early England was the head of a pig prepared with mustard. 
 

�  According to a 1995 survey, 7 out of 10 British dogs get a Christmas present from their owners. 
 

�  In 1836, Alabama was the first American state to recognise Christmas as an official holiday. In 1907, 
Oklahoma was the last American state to do so. 

 

�  An artificial spider and web are often included in the decorations on Ukranian Christmas trees, and a 
spider web found on Christmas morning is believed to bring good luck. 

 

�  In 1822, the postmaster in Washington DC was so worried by the amount of extra mail at Christmas 
time that he wanted to limit by law the number of cards each person could send. 

 

�  Electric Christmas tree lights were first used in 1895. 
 

�  Hallmark produced its first Christmas cards in 1915, five years after the founding of the company. 
 

�  In Guatemala, children receive presents on Christmas morning (from the Christ Child rather than from 
Father Christmas), but adults do not exchange gifts until New Year’s Day. 

 

�  A common Swedish Christmas decoration is the Julbock, which is a small goat made out of straw. 
 

�  It is estimated that 400,000 Americans become sick each year from eating tainted Christmas leftovers. 
 

�  The Christmas Carol Silent Night was written in 1818 by an Austrian priest named Joseph Mohr. 
 

�  The earliest collection of English Christmas carols was published in 1521. 
 

�  Jingle Bells was written in 1857 by James Pierpont and was originally called ‘One Horse Open 
Sleigh’. 

 

�  Arizona has a town called ‘Santa Claus’, and also one called ‘Christmas’.  
 

�  Some famous people born on Christmas Day include: Sir Isaac Newton (1642), Clara Barton (1821, 
founder of the American Red Cross), Conrad Hilton (1887, hotel magnate), Humphrey Bogart (1899), 
and Jimmy Buffet (1946). 

 

�  Some famous people who died on Christmas Day include: W. C. Fields (1946), Charlie Chaplin 
(1977), Dean Martin (1995) and Denver Pyle (1997). 

 

- Source: http://www.corsinet.com/braincandy/xmaspage.html 
 



 
Here are some interesting figures from MYOB, based on BRW’s annual 
list of the Top 100 Accounting firms in Australia: 
 

�  87 of the Top 100 are MYOB clients 
�  All of the Top 10 fastest-growing are MYOB clients 
�  All of the Top 10 country firms are MYOB clients 
�  6 of the Top 10 most productive firms are MYOB clients 
�  68 of the Top 100 firms use MYOB Client Accounting software 
�  67 of the Top 100 firms use MYOB Tax software 

<name> 
<company> 
<address> 
<SUBURB>  <POSTCODE> 

CONTACT US 

For more information on how Masterpiece Consultants can help your business, or to be 
removed from our newsletter mailing list, you can contact us in any of the following ways: 

 
Phone: (03) 5941 4711 
Fax: (03) 5941 3576 
In person: Unit 2, 46 Main Street, Pakenham 
Office hours: 9:30am – 4:30pm, Monday – Friday 
By e-mail: admin@mpiece.com.au  

     Our website: www.masterpiececonsultants.com.au 
 

HELP US CUT DOWN ON EXCESS PAPER! 

Too many pieces of paper cluttering up your desk? 
 
In 2008, we’ll automatically send your newsletter out electronically if we have an e-mail address for you 
(unless you specifically ask us to send you paper copies instead).  
 
If you’re still receiving hard copies and would prefer the electronic version, call our office on (03) 5941 4711 
or e-mail admin@mpiece.com.au to make the change. 

MYOB REMAINS POPULAR WITH ACCOUNTANTS IN 2007 

SPECIAL OFFER:  
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